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SUBJECT: LOS: KOREAN RESPONSE TO PRC REACTION TO KOREA- JAPAN 
CONTINENTAL SHELL AGREEMENTS 

REF: (A) SEOUL 923; (B) PEKING 215; (C) TOKYO 1616 (D) HONG KONG 
1303 

1. KOREAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OEEICER MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS WHEN 
GIVING EMBOEF COPY OP MOPA'S PORMAL STATEMENT REITERATING ROKG'S 
WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS CONTINENTAL SHELF ISSUE WITH PRC. 

A. REPERENCE TO SHELL AS NATURAL EXTENSION OF CONTINENT WAS 
PIRST ESPOUSAL BY PRC OP "NATURAL PROLONGATION " PRINCIPLE. ROKG 
VIEWS SITUATION AS ONE INVOLVING OPPOSITE RATHER THAN ADJACENT 
STATES, AND THEREPORE ONE IN WHICH MEDIAN LINE SHOULD GOVERN, AS 
NOTED (HE PRESUMABLY WAS REFERRING TO PARAGRAPHS 57 AND 85) IN ICJ 
NORTH SEA CASE DECISION WHICH ESTABLISHED NATURAL PROLONGATION 
PRINCIPLE. BOUNBSRY LINE WAS BASED ON POINT EQUIDISTANT FROM 
BARREN ISLAND, MARADO (CHEJU) AND DANJO GUNTO, AND THEREPORE 
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CONSTITUTES A VERY REASONABLE LINE. 
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B) MOFA WAS INFORMED BY JAPAN EMBASSY SEOUL OFFICER THAT 
GAIMUSHO HAD GIVEN TEXT TO PRC EMBASSY TOKYO OFFICER ON JANUARY 
28; THEREFORE, PRC HAD ADEQUATE TIME FOR THOROUGH REVIEW OF 
DOCUMENTS (AND BOUNDARY LOCATION) BEFORE ISSUING STATEMENT. 

C) ROKG'S PRIME INTEREST AT THIS POINT IS LESS IN THE SUBSTANCE 

OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF THAN TO USE ISSUE AS MEANS OF ESTABLISH- 
ING RELATIONSHIP WITH, AND SOME SORT OF RECOGNITION FROM, PRC. 
NEXT ROKG STEP IS NOT KNOWN AT WORKING LEVEL; LATTER SUGGESTED 
THAT USG BE ASKED TO USE EMBASSY AND USLO AS INTERMEDIARIES TO 
CONVEY ROKG WISH TO TALK TO PRC AUTHORITIES. FOREIGN MINISTER, 
HOWEVER, REJECTED THIS PROPOSAL, SAYING HE HAD SOMETHING ELSE 
(UNDISCLOSED) IN MIND. 

HABIB 
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